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your elective franchises lying dor- 
mant forty years, in consequence of 
the compromise which has disgraced this 
country, It could not be expected that the 
spirit of independence should be tit once 
as conspicuous with us as it is in the 
neighbouring county of Kent. However, 
the foundation is laid, and the best re- 
turn that 1 can make for your favour, 
is to continue to support this constitu- 
tional work; 

Mr. Houblan has no reason to boast of 
his majority ; his return is owing to the 
disunion of his enemies, nor to the 
strength of his friends. A third of the 
freeholders have not polled ; the leading 
Whir interest have not moved ; hun- 
dreds of my friends did not give me their 
votes, because thev thought there was 
no chance of overtaking my opponent. 

An exposure of some of the in- 
stances of influence and tyranny which 
have been exercised will be my first 
object. If they do not deter the enemies 
of youi independence from such venal 
practices in future, they will, I hope, 
encourage you to resist tbcin, and teach 
you that your country is your surest 
party and your best friend. 

I am, gentlemen, your faithful friend 
and obliged servant, 

MoNTAOW BuKCOYNE. 

Chelmsford, Feb. 17. 



ENGLISH ROMAN CATHnMC PF.TITION. 

To Ike honourable the ca/nmons of the united 

kingdom of Great Britain utid Ireland in 

p>i r> lament assembled .- 
We, whose names are underwritten, 
Roman Catholics of England, humbly 
beg leave to represent to your honourable 
boose — 

That af the time of his majesty's 
accession to the throne, the laws in 
force against his English Human Catholic 
subjects, deprived theni of most of the 
rights of Englishmen, and of several of 
the common riglnsof mankind. 

That by the acts of the 18th and 
31st yeatsof bis mlije-tv's regn, several 
of the penalties and disabilities under 
which the English Uumaii Catholics 
laboured were removed : 

That the English Roman Catholics 
?re most grateful for tlje relief granted 
by these acts, and have taken and sub- 
scribed the oaths and declarations con. 
t lined in them : 

That fheit conduct hath beep con- 
formable to their pruft ssiuus ; in p< ace- 
able submission to the laws, and in the 
discharge of moral or civil duty, liny 
bave not been exceeded by any' of his 
majesty's subjects; they have served 
hint effectively and honourably m his 



fleets and armies ; there never has been 
a call upon Englishmen to do their 
duty, which the English Roman Catho- 
lics have not been forward to answer ; 

That several penal and disabling laws 
are yet in force against them ; they 
are not equally entitled with their fellow 
subjects to vote at the election of any 
member of your honourable house ; they 
are excluded from ' a seat in either 
houses of parliament ; they are 
not admissible into corporations; 
every civil and military office is denied 
them ; every laudable object of ambition, 
all that elevates a mau among his 
fellow subjects — all hopes of public dis- 
tinction — all means of attracting the 
notice of their Country, or the favour 
of their sovereign, are placed without 
their reach. 

The mote they deserve of their country 
the more sensibly their country makes 
them feel this exclusion. In the ranks 
she suffers them to fight her battles, 
but to them victory is without its re- 
ward, promotion is wholly denied them ; 
no services can advance, no merit enable 
them to prutit of their country's favour. 

Even in their humble situation of 
private soldiers, the law follows tbem 
with pains and penalties. Ijy the articles 
of war, if soldiers refuse to attend the 
religious worship of the established 
church, they are punishable by fine, 
imprisonment and death. Thus the 
Catholic soldiers are incessantly exposed 
to the cruel alternative of either making 
a sacrifice of their religion, or incurring 
the extreme of legal purnshuimt, than 
which, your petitioners humbly conceive, 
there never has been, and cannot be 
a more direct re!igiou» persecution. To 
an alternative equally oppressive, the 
English Roman Catholics are ex- 
posed on their marriages ; the law 
requires for the legal validity of a 
marriage in England, that it should be 
celebrated in a parish church. As 
Roman Catholics believe marriage to 
be a saci anient, the English Koman 
Catholics naturally feel great repugnance 
to a celebration of their marriages in 
other churches than their own. 

Tbey are cruelly debarred from any 
means which their fellow subjects possess 
of providing for their families, by em- 
ployments of honour or emolument; 
so that while they bear their full ihaie 
of the general contribution to the wants 
of the state, they are denied even s, 
hope of participating in those advantages, 
by which the burthen of their fellow 
subjects is alleviated. 

In other occurrences of life the layv 
has the same humiliating and depressing 
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operation on yon* petitioners. Thus 
every Koman Catholic subject of his 
majesty, is forced below his fair line 
iu society, ami the general body is a 
marked and insulated cast. 

Yet the Roman Catholics form more 
than one fourth of the whole mass o! 
the subjects of 1 he united empire. 
Whatever there is of genius, of talent, 
or of energy among them, is absolutely 
lost for public use j and this at a ti:ue 
when the. united empire is engaged iu 
a conflict formidable beyond example, 
ami it therefore seems important, if not 
essential to her preservation, that she 
could call into action, without qualili- 
eation, °r limit, or any religious test, 
or declaration, the genius, talents, and 
energies of all her subjects. 

It is true, tbat your petitioners pro- 
fess some religious principles which 
are not professed by the established 
church, and to this, and to this only, 
their refusal of certain tests, oaths, 
and declarations is owing, which subjects 
them to the pains Bud disabilities ihey 
complain of, but none of the principles, 
which occasion their refusal, affects 
their moral, civil, or political integrity ; 
«nd your petitioners humbly submit to 
this honourable house, that no principle 
Which leaves moral or political integrity 
tiniiupaireri, is a proper object of re- 
ligious persecution j besides, the whole 
creed of your petitioners was once the 
creed of the three kingdoms ; it is the 
actual creed of four-fifths of Ireland, 
and of much the greater part of Europe. 
It was the creed of those who founded 
British liberty at Runeytneade, who 
conquered at Cres^y, Poictiers, and 
AgiiKo.vt; among those who repelled 
aud annihilated the Spanish Armada, 
none bore a nobler part than those by 
whom this creed was protessed. In all 
these achievement, iu every other 
scene, in .which the ancient valour or 
nnctent Wisfiom of this country has 
been displayed, the. ancestors of svveral 
of your petitioners have been distinguish- 
ed, their creed did not lessen ther 
zeal for their king aud country— it 
does not lessen that of their descendants. 

Every disloyal or immoral principle 
Which malice or credulity has imputed 
to them, your petitioners have solemnly 
and repeatedly declaimed. They be- 
lieve there does not no\y exist an, 
liouonrable man who imputes these 
principles to them ; they have sworn 
Iq be faithful and bear true allegiance 
to his majesty, and have acted up to 
their professions , tbey most confidently 
appeal to thjs honourable house, and to 
the whole empire, whether in loyalty to 



his majesty, attachment to the constitc- 
tution, or zeal lor their country's iruorl 
they are not equal, and are not kr.oun 
and acknowledged to be equal to his 
majesty's other subjects. 

Therefore, conscious of the ti-ntb of 
these representations, and with 'he most 
perfect reliance on the Wisdom aeu j ..;lce, 
of your honourable house, 

Your petitioners humbly pray fir a 
total repeal of every test, oath, declara- 
tion, or provision, which las the effect 
of subjecting your petitioners to any 
penalty or disability whatsoever, on ac- 
count of their religions principles. 

PETITION OF Till:. CATHOLICS OF 
IRELAND. 

(PEESENTEH 10 THE HOt'SB OF COMMONS) 
'Jo Ihe honoitruLk thr ('amnions of /he V- 

nited Kingdom vi Gnat tiriiain and Ire- 
land, in Ptfijiitmeitl assembled. 

" We whose names aie hereunto sub- 
scribed on behalf of on selves and of q- 
thers his majesty's subjects, professing the 
Roman Catholic Religion in Ireland, hum- 
bly beg leave to repiesent to this honour- 
able house, 

" That we, yonr petitioners, did in the 
years 1805 and 180S, humbly petition this 
honourable house, praying the total aboli- 
tion of the penal laws which aggrieve the 
Catholics of Ireland. 

" We now feel ourselves obliged injus- 
tice tit ourselves, our families, and our 
country once more to solicit the attention 
of this honourable house to the subject of 
our said petition. 

" U'e state that the Roman Catholics 
constitute the must numerous and increas- 
ing portion of the inhabitants of Ireland • 
comprising an immense majority of thfc 
manufacturing, trading and agricultural 
interests, and amounting to at least foui* 
filths of the Irish population, that tbey 
contribute largely to the; exigencies of 
their country, civil and military, that they 
pay the far greater part of the public anj 
local taxes, that, they supply the armies 
and navies of this empire with upward* 
of one-third part in number of the sol- 
diers anil sailors employed iu the public 
st-nicc, and that nutwitlntaiiding heavy 
discouragements, thty form the principal 
constituent part jf the strength, wealth 
and industry of Ireland. 

" Yet such is the grievous operation of 
the penal laws of which we complain, 
'that the Roman Catholics are thereoy not 
only set apart from their fellow subjects, 
as aliens in their native land, butare-igno- 
miniously and rigorously proscribed frout 
almost all situations of public trust, ho- 
uoui or emolument, including every pub- 
lic function aud depaitue. ut, lroin the 



